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things which the villagers cannot be expected to provide
themselves.

(ii) THE HOME. Let us return to the home and finish it
off. Having settled the essentials of light and air and
cleanliness and some of the necessities of community life,
let us consider several little ways of brightening the home.

The designing of necessities and amenities for the village
home offers a wonderful opportunity for practical service,
particularly to engineers, and it is to be hoped that more
attention will in future be paid to the needs and comforts
of more than three-quarters of the population of India.

(a)   Cooking arrangements.   The kitchen should if possible
be a separate room or lean-to.    Failing that the cooking
should be done outside, and never in the sleeping room.

In all cases chimneys are absolutely essential, both for
comfort and convenience, and to save the eyes. Why
blacken walls, beams and ceilings when with a little effort
and ingenuity all the smoke can be taken away in a
chimney ?

I cannot help thinking that it would be less dusty and
more comfortable if the work connected with cooking were
done on a raised earthen counter or bench instead of at
ground level. The cook would still squat or sit on her piri,1
but on three sides of her would be a raised earthen platform
about a foot or eighteen inches high. These are details,
however, that no one but villagers themselves can decide,
and they will doubtless do so when once they begin using
their brains to think out little ways of making their homes
nicer.

(b)  Drudgery.    Every effort must be made to reduce the
drudgery which now burdens the housewife, and wastes
valuable time which might be better spent on looking after

1 A stool about six inches high.